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The classic Bill Evans Trio, with Scott LaFaro on bass and Paul Motian on drums, is sometimes cited as the
best jazz piano trio ever. It's not a point I'd argue-- they were otherworldly. On Portrait in Jazz it doesn't
even sound like three musicians playing. The record meets your ear like a feeling meets your brain-- you
can't grasp it but you know it's there. Few pieces of music made by more than one person suggest quiet and
solitude as powerfully.

The Vijay Iyer Trio, with Stephan Crump on bass and Marcus Gilmore on drums, is almost a negative image
of the old Bill Evans Trio. The sense of telepathic interplay is there, but it's put toward different ends. If
Portrait in Jazz is the sound of aloneness, Historicity is the sound of crowds, a heaving, seething swirl of
cross-talk, phrases meeting in often unexpected combinations. It reflects how far both jazz and our world
have come in the last 50-odd years. Today, we're never far from information and chatter, and Iyer uses both
his own compositions and those of others to stir conversation with his bandmates.

The most strikingly modern and heavy-hitting track is Iyer's cover of M.I.A.'s "Galang", a startling,
compact, and ultimately breathtaking reinvention of the song. It's not some Brad Mehldau look-a-jazz-guy-
playing-Radiohead thing either-- this has all the vitality of the original coursing through its thundering
block chords, funky backbeat, and fluttering hints of melody on the chorus. He uses the upper octaves of the
piano to hammer out a Morse code-like pattern at the beginning of each verse. It stands perfectly well on its
own, but it also made me appreciate the original more than I used to, which is about all you can ask of a
cover.

The other covers don't require quite as much stretching. Stevie Wonder's "Big Brother" is a natural fit for
this trio, while the version of pianist Andrew Hill's "Smoke Stack" reveals an ingredient in Iyer's own sound
with its rushing phrases and unceasing motion. Historicity is defined in the liners as "a condition of being
placed in the stream of history," and this is something jazz musicians have long been conscious of and
displayed in the way they quote each other or interpret each other's tunes. Iyer's placement of a Hill
interpretation right next to his own "Helix", a cascading, slow-building composition that showcases his
pulsing chord-cloud style, historicizes his work in a way by showing its roots. Gilmore's solo is a marvel of
textured, nuanced drumming that never gives up its sense of rhythm.

The trio's take on Julius Hemphill's "Dogon A.D." is faithful to the original's sense of hobbled rhythm and
high/low melodic interaction, with Iyer's piano dueling against Crump's lurching arco bass. Iyer's own
"Segment for Sentiment #2" creates a space for reflection at the album's close, dialing back the ferocity of
the trio's interplay for a quiet, almost Evans-ish conversation. It's the kind of respite from daily
overstimulation we all need. Iyer and his cohorts have spun the piano trio format into great art here,
acknowledging their contemporaries and their musical ancestors. Iyer may be floating in the stream of jazz
history now, but if he keeps making records like this, he may one day be a rock that influences the stream's
very flow.

— Joe Tangari, November 18, 2009

Album Player

Powered by Lala

http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/ Page 3 of 9


http://pitchfork.com/staff/
http://www.lala.com/landing?fc=widget.playlist.partnerId

Pitchfork: Album Reviews: Vijay lyer Trio: Historicity 12/1/09 4:40 PM

e Most Read
e Most Recent

Animal Collective: Fall Be Kind EP

Tom Waits: Glitter and Doom Live
Jawbox: For Your Own Special Sweetheart
Real Estate: Real Estate

Various Artists: Can You Dig It?

Frank Sinatra: New York

Them Crooked Vultures: Them Crooked Vultures
RJD2: 2002-2010

Snow Patrol: Up to Now

Think About Life: Family

. Holopaw: Oh. Glory. Oh. Wilderness.

. The Doors: Live in New York

. The Happy Hollows: Spells

. Clare and the Reasons: Arrow

. Gift of Gab: Escape 2 Mars

Glass Ghost: Idol Omen

. Gary Higgins: Seconds

Lake Heartbeat: Trust in Numbers

. Lil Wayne: No Ceilings

Bear in Heaven: Beast Rest Forth Mouth

p—
PO NnRE L=

[E—
[E—

p—
[\

p—
oY)

[S—
N

—
W

p—
o

—_—
0 =

p—
O

)
e

Kraftwerk: The Catalogue
BlakRoc: Blackroc
Lackthereof: A Retrospective 1998-2008

Edan: Echo Party
Charlotte Hatherley: New Worlds

Jay Farrar & Benjamin Gibbard: One Fast Move or I'm Gone: Kerouac's Big Sur

The Bravery: Stir the Blood

Jahdan Blakkamoore: Buzzrock Warrior
Pelican: What We All Come to Need

Mount Kimbie: Maybes EP / Sketch on Glass EP

PO NnRE L=

[a—

http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/ Page 4 of 9


http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/#mostread_tab
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/#mostrecent_tab
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13739-fall-be-kind-ep/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13725-glitter-and-doom-live/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13732-for-your-own-special-sweetheart/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13703-real-estate/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13683-can-you-dig-it-the-music-and-politics-of-black-action-films-1968-75/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13733-new-york/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13717-them-crooked-vultures/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13631-2002-2010/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13693-up-to-now/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13726-family/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13714-oh-glory-oh-wilderness/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13721-live-in-new-york/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13724-spells/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13715-arrow/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13730-escape-2-mars/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13722-idol-omen/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13712-seconds/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13719-trust-in-numbers/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13672-no-ceilings/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13618-beast-rest-forth-mouth/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13742-the-catalogue/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13747-blakroc/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13713-a-retrospective-1998-2008-or-i-was-a-christian-emo-twentysomething/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13720-echo-party/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13746-new-worlds/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13741-one-fast-move-or-im-gone-music-from-kerouacs-big-sur/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13727-stir-the-blood/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13665-buzzrock-warrior/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13670-what-we-all-come-to-need/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13731-maybes-ep-sketch-on-glass-ep/

Pitchfork: Album Reviews: Vijay lyer Trio: Historicity

1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Animal Collective: Fall Be Kind EP

Frank Sinatra: New York

Clare and the Reasons: Arrow

Think About Life: Family

The Happy Hollows: Spells

Jawbox: For Your Own Special Sweetheart
Holopaw: Oh. Glory. Oh, Wilderness.

Gift of Gab: Escape 2 Mars

D. Charles Speer and the Helix: Distillation
Gary Higgins: Seconds

Recently

Tuesday,
December 1

Monday,
November 30
Friday,
November 27

Wednesday.
November 25

Tuesday,
November 24

Monday.
November 23

Album Reviews

Kraftwerk: The Catalogue
BlakRoc: Blackroc
Lackthereof: A Retrospective 1998-2008

Edan: Echo Party
Charlotte Hatherley: New Worlds

Track Reviews

News

Vampire Weekend: "Cousins"
Citay: "Careful With That Hat"
G-Side: "My Aura" [ft. PT]

Pumpkins Settle Suits, Corgan Writes Books

http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/

12/1/09 4:40 PM

Page 5 of 9


http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13739-fall-be-kind-ep/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13733-new-york/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13715-arrow/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13726-family/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13724-spells/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13732-for-your-own-special-sweetheart/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13714-oh-glory-oh-wilderness/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13730-escape-2-mars/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13718-distillation/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13712-seconds/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/#recently-Tuesday-1
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/#recently-Monday-30
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/#recently-Friday-27
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/#recently-Wednesday-25
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/#recently-Tuesday-24
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/#recently-Monday-23
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13742-the-catalogue/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13747-blakroc/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13713-a-retrospective-1998-2008-or-i-was-a-christian-emo-twentysomething/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13720-echo-party/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13746-new-worlds/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11656-cousins/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11658-careful-with-that-hat/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11654-my-aura-ft-pt/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37254-smashing-pumpkins-settle-lawsuits-billy-corgan-writes-books/

Pitchfork: Album Reviews: Vijay lyer Trio: Historicity 12/1/09 4:40 PM

Watch: Jarvis Cocker Duets With Florence Welch
Diplo and Robyn Working Together

Pavement Announce European Tour

Goldfrapp Announce New Album

Fucked Up Tour With Kurt Vile

New Hot Chip: "One Life Stand"

New Shout Out LLouds Song and Video: "Walls"
Rising: Zola Jesus

New Final Fantasy: "Lewis Takes Action"

Album Reviews

Jay Farrar & Benjamin Gibbard: One Fast Move or I'm Gone: Kerouac's Big Sur
The Bravery: Stir the Blood

Jahdan Blakkamoore: Buzzrock Warrior
Pelican: What We All Come to Need

Mount Kimbie: Maybes EP / Sketch on Glass EP

Track Reviews

e Emalkay: "When I Look at You"
e The Balle;t: "The House on Fire"
o Cesaria Evora: "Vento de Sueste"

TV

e SURVEILILANCE: ATP
e FACES IN THE CROWD: The Cool Kids

e TUNNELVISION: Final Fantasy

Features

o Staff Lists: The Top Music Videos of 2009

News

Pitchfork on ABC: Animal Collective's Fall Be Kind
Hear RID2's New Kenna Collaboration

Echo Chamber: Brian Eno

T.V. Eye: November 30 - December 6

Third Man | The Live Feed | Musician as Designer

Damon Albarn Update: New Gorillaz P, Blur Doc
Girls to Release "Morning Light" Single

http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/ Page 6 of 9


http://pitchfork.com/news/37253-watch-jarvis-cocker-sings-with-florence-and-the-machine/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37252-diplo-and-robyn-working-together/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37251-pavement-announce-european-tour/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37250-goldfrapp-announce-new-album/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37248-fucked-up-tour-with-kurt-vile/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37249-new-hot-chip-one-life-stand/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37222-new-shout-out-louds-song-and-video-walls/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37242-rising-zola-jesus/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37216-hear-a-new-final-fantasy-song-lewis-takes-action/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13741-one-fast-move-or-im-gone-music-from-kerouacs-big-sur/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13727-stir-the-blood/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13665-buzzrock-warrior/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13670-what-we-all-come-to-need/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13731-maybes-ep-sketch-on-glass-ep/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11640-when-i-look-at-you/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11657-the-house-on-fire/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11648-vento-de-sueste/
http://pitchfork.com/tv/#/episode/2074-atp
http://pitchfork.com/tv/#/episode/2073-the-cool-kids
http://pitchfork.com/tv/#/episode/2072-final-fantasy
http://pitchfork.com/features/staff-lists/7737-the-top-music-videos-of-2009/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37246-pitchfork-on-abc-animal-collectives-ifall-be-kindi/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37245-hear-rjd2s-new-kenna-collaboration/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37244-echo-chamber-brian-eno/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37243-tv-eye-november-30-december-6/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37241-news-in-brief-third-man-live-feed-musician-as-designer-solar-music-fest/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37240-damon-albarn-update-gorillaz-album-blur-documentary-band-with-flea/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37239-girls-to-release-morning-light-single/

Pitchfork: Album Reviews: Vijay lyer Trio: Historicity

o Iooy Pop Plays "The Passenger" With Random Skypers

e New Pitchfork.tv Show: "Surveillance"
e New She & Him Album Due Next Year

News

e Hear Lindstrgm's "Little Drummer Boy"

Album Reviews

Animal Collective: Fall Be Kind EP
Frank Sinatra: New York
Clare and the Reasons: Arrow

Think About Life: Family
The Happy Hollows: Spells

Track Reviews

e Hot Chip: "Take It In"

e Sharon Jones and the Dap-Kings: "Giving Up"
e Wetdog: "Tidy Up Your Bedroom"

Features

o Articles: Gift Guide 2009

News

Premiere: Neon Indian Remixes Grizzly Bear

Ariel Pink Signs to 4AD

Video Premiere: Two-Part Epic from WHY ?

Watch the Pixies on "Fallon"

Video Premiere: Yeasayer's "Ambling Alp" (NSFW)

Martin Gore Subpoenaed in Crazy WoW Lawsuit
The Thermals Start Work on New Album

New Release: Efterklang: Magic Chairs

Album Reviews

e Jawbox: For Your Own Special Sweetheart
e Holopaw: Oh. Glory. Oh. Wilderness.
o Gift of Gab: Escape 2 Mars

http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/

12/1/09 4:40 PM

Page 7 of 9


http://pitchfork.com/news/37238-video-iggy-pop-plays-the-passenger-with-random-nz-musicians-via-skype/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37234-new-pitchforktv-show-surveillance/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37237-new-she-him-album-due-next-year/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37228-hear-lindstrms-little-drummer-boy/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13739-fall-be-kind-ep/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13733-new-york/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13715-arrow/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13726-family/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13724-spells/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11653-take-it-in/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11511-giving-up/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11655-tidy-up-your-bedroom/
http://pitchfork.com/features/articles/7736-gift-guide-2009/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37224-premiere-neon-indian-remixes-grizzly-bear/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37225-ariel-pink-signs-to-4ad/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37226-video-premiere-two-part-epic-from-why/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37223-watch-the-pixies-on-fallon/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37221-video-premiere-yeasayers-ambling-alp-nsfw/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37220-depeche-modes-gore-subpoenaed-in-iworld-of-warcrafti-lawsuit/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37215-the-thermals-start-work-on-new-album/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37219-new-release-efterklang-imagic-chairsi/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13732-for-your-own-special-sweetheart/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13714-oh-glory-oh-wilderness/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13730-escape-2-mars/

Pitchfork: Album Reviews: Vijay lyer Trio: Historicity 12/1/09 4:40 PM

e D. Charles Speer and the Helix: Distillation
e Gary Higgins: Seconds

Track Reviews

e Solange: "Stillness Is the Move" (Dirty Projectors cover)
e Charlotte Hatherley: "Alexander"

e Norah Jones: "Stuck"

News

New Release: Eluvium: Similes
Initial Flurry of SXSW Bands Announced
Bryan Ferry Works With Jonny Greenwood. Flea

Watch: Final Fantasy Performs New Track. Cooks

Tomorrow Never Knows | DM Stith | Jaga Jazzist
Los Campesinos! Reveal Bloody Album Cover

Echo Chamber: Andrew W.K.
Javelin Offer Custom Record Covers
Video: Fever Ray: "Keep the Streets Empty for Me"

Watch Dinosaur Jr. Do Kids' Song About Bananas

Album Reviews

Tom Waits: Glitter and Doom Live

Various Artists: Can You Dig It?

Glass Ghost: Idol Omen

Various Artists: Ouled Bambara: Portraits of Gnawa
Lake Heartbeat: Trust in Numbers

Track Reviews

e Animal Collective: "What Would I Want? Sky"
e Lucky Soul: "White Russian Doll"

e Mountain Man: "Animal Tracks"

TV

e TUNNELVISION: Woods
e BEARDO: Episode 10
e TUNNELVISION: Vivian Girls

http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/ Page 8 of 9


http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13718-distillation/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13712-seconds/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11645-stillness-is-the-move-dirty-projectors-cover/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11651-alexander/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11652-stuck/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37218-new-release-eluvium-isimilesi/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37217-initial-flurry-of-sxsw-bands-announced/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37210-bryan-ferry-works-with-jonny-greenwood-flea-others/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37214-watch-final-fantasy-performs-new-track-cooks-dinner/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37213-in-brief-tomorrow-never-knows-dm-stith-laminar-excursion-jaga-jazzist/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37211-los-campesinos-reveal-bloody-lp-art/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37212-echo-chamber-andrew-wk/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37196-javelin-offer-custom-record-covers/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37209-video-fever-ray-keep-the-streets-empty-for-me/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37208-watch-dinosaur-jr-sing-about-bananas-at-yo-gabba-gabba-live-show/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13725-glitter-and-doom-live/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13683-can-you-dig-it-the-music-and-politics-of-black-action-films-1968-75/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13722-idol-omen/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13723-ouled-bambara-portraits-of-gnawa/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13719-trust-in-numbers/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11644-what-would-i-want-sky/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11649-white-russian-doll/
http://pitchfork.com/reviews/tracks/11650-animal-tracks/
http://pitchfork.com/tv/#/episode/2070-woods
http://pitchfork.com/tv/#/episode/2069-episode-10
http://pitchfork.com/tv/#/episode/2068-vivian-girls

Pitchfork: Album Reviews: Vijay lyer Trio: Historicity 12/1/09 4:40 PM

Features

o Interviews: Kode9

News

Pitchfork on ABC: 50 Cent's Before I Self Destruct
Molina and Johnson Cancel European Tour
Spoon Bump Up Album Release. Announce Single

Deer Tick | MC Paul Barman | Wesley Willis
New Release: Martyn: Fabric 50

Yummy Fur Reunite for First U.S. Tour
Watch: The xx Hit "Alexa Chung"

New Release: Two Small Black Singles
T.V. Eve: November 23-29

Photos: Javelin / Sleigh Bells

© 2009 Pitchfork Media Inc. All rights reserved. | RSS | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Jobs | Advertising |
Staff | Contact

Site by Tangible Worldwide

http://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/13412-historicity/ Page 9 of 9


http://pitchfork.com/features/interviews/7718-kode9/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37202-pitchfork-on-abc-50-cents-ibefore-i-self-destructi/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37201-molina-and-johnson-cancel-euro-tour/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37200-spoon-bump-up-new-album-release-date-announce-first-single/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37198-news-in-brief-deer-tick-mc-paul-barman-wesley-willis-by-divine-right/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37180-new-release-martyn-ifabric-50i/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37190-yummy-fur-reunite-for-first-us-tour/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37192-watch-the-xx-hit-alexa-chung/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37182-new-release-two-small-black-singles/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37195-tv-eye-november-23-29/
http://pitchfork.com/news/37194-photos-javelin-sleigh-bells/
http://pitchfork.com/rss/
http://pitchfork.com/privacy/
http://pitchfork.com/terms/
http://pitchfork.com/jobs/
http://pitchfork.com/ad/
http://pitchfork.com/staff/
http://pitchfork.com/contact/
http://www.tangibleworldwide.com/

