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Vijay lyer *****

Historicity

ACT MUSIC

Vijay lyer is one of the few jazzers who not only breathes new life into the genre, but who cranks the
defibrillators to 11 and gets jazz’s pulse racing like it was 50 years younger. The New York-based
doctoral physicist/pianist is probably one of the most harmonically inventive and virtuosic musicians
around. He’s also exquisitely tasteful and entirely listenable, to which his newest trio effort, Historicity,
is another stunning testament. Between the Brad Mehldau-esque take on classic Broadway
(“Somewhere”) and funky tracks that never go full fusion (M.l.A.’s “Galang”) — also waiting until about
midway through the disc before heading to the avant side of the force — lyer and his band maintain

both a perfect tension and an intense perfection. » CB

Mahala Rai Banda ****
Ghetto Blaster
ASPHALT TANGO
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This Roma brass band is notable for incorporating a Western-style rhythm section of electric bass and
drum kit into its fabric. Mahala Rai Banda represent a younger cohort of musicians from Romani musical
havens Clejani and Zece Prajini, and they play their music with greater attitude. Mind you, it’s not
quite Gogol Bordello attitude: this Banda trades in fiendishly funky, high-energy grooves with many
sample-worthy moments, as horn lines quiver overtop a dense base of hammered dulcimer, hand
percussion and a rock-solid rhythm section. The telltale groove to OutKast’s “Hey Ya!” (surely one of the
most globally influential beats of this decade) even lights up several of their songs. Though the vocal
phrasing is a little uninspired at times, Ghetto Blaster is still a splendid party disc. » DD

Viviane Houle *****

Treize

DRIP AUDIO

Viviane Houle is a vocalist possessed of incredible skill and range, and Trieze finds her captured in 13
spontaneous duo encounters with West Coast improvisers. From insane cackling to rich jazz intonations
to distorted spoken-word passages, Houle is utterly captivating in every context; whether she is the
focus of a song or an equal partner with her collaborators, she expertly defines each space. This
recording also ought to give some shine to the specific talents of her mates: saxophonist Coat Cooke,
guitarist Ron Samworth and laptop operator Stefan Smulovitz really stand out, and Jesse Zubot’s warm
production makes this one of his finest of many on the always-inventive Drip Audio label. Note: some

will find this album utterly unlistenable. Five stars anyways. » DD

Hardal ***

Nasil? Ne Zaman?

SHADOKS

By 1979, rock was almost passé in Istanbul, and Hardal was one of the few bands keeping the faith. They
often resemble pop-prog titans of Brazil of a slightly earlier vintage, namely Milton Nascimento and Som
Imaginario. Catchy, fuzz-toned hooks, portentous arrangements and epic guitar solos are delivered with
absolute, and sometimes risible, sincerity. Best of all, Hardal capture Let’s Take It To The Stage-era
Funkadelic’s arena-rock boogie, complete with spacey synth leads. The Allman Brothers, Fleetwood Mac
and Frank Zappa all make imaginary cameos. The energy flags a bit towards the end, but prog fanatics

will find this a worthy soundtrack to many a hot-knife session. » DD

Email us at: LETTERS@EYEWEEKLY.COM or send your questions to EYEWEEKLY.COM
625 Church St, 6th Floor, Toronto M4Y 2G1

Comment Using Facebook Connect or Eye|D or Comment Anonymously

User Comments

Newest first & |

http://www.eyeweekly.com/music/ondisc/article/78601

12/8/09 8:54 PM

Holiday Music Guide: Hip-Hop reviews
Featuring Clipse, Snoop Dogg, Juvenile, Slug &
Murs and Edan

Holiday Music Guide: Reissues

The season’s best and dustiest grooves, including
Nirvana: Bleach and Live at Reading, and the
Ghana Special, Tumbele! and Panama! 3
compilations.

Holiday Music Guide: Seasonal Music

Ring the bells of Abu Ghraib, as we assess the
good, the bad and the secret military tribunal-
worthy of holiday-themed music

EYE WEEKLY Guides
Fringe Festival 2009
Pride Guide 2009
Toronto Jazz Festival
Guide 2009

Cool Summer Guide
2009

Bar and Patio Guide
2009

Green Living Guide
Love and Sex Guide
Cheap Thrills

Page 2 of 3


http://www.eyeweekly.com/music/ondisc/article/Toplets/AnonymousRatingComments/#
http://www.eyeweekly.com/music/ondisc/article/Toplets/AnonymousRatingComments/#
mailto:letters@eyeweekly.com
http://www.eyeweekly.com/fringe
http://www.eyeweekly.com/prideguide
http://www.eyeweekly.com/torontojazz
http://www.eyeweekly.com/coolsummerguide
http://www.eyeweekly.com/barandpatioguide2009
http://www.eyeweekly.com/greenliving
http://www.eyeweekly.com/loveandsex
http://www.eyeweekly.com/cheapthrills
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/5214/966949/0/5/AdId=459104;BnId=1;itime=322877239;key=article;nodecode=yes;link=http://www.eyeweekly.com
http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/5214/989883/0/5/AdId=459104;BnId=1;itime=322877969;key=article;nodecode=yes;link=http://www.eyeweekly.com
http://www.eyeweekly.com/music/ondisc/article/78616
http://www.eyeweekly.com/music/ondisc/article/78623
http://www.eyeweekly.com/music/ondisc/article/78624

Holiday Music Guide: Jazz/World reviews - EYE WEEKLY

12/8/09 8:54 PM

EYEWEEKLY.COM
Star Media Group Sites

More Star Pass Sites

torstar
digita

Write a Letter to the Editor Masthead and Contacts Privacy Policy Employment Opportunities Advertise With Us Distribution

canadianimmigrant.ca insurancehotline.com swaymag.ca
TheStar.com HomeFinder.ca toronto.com Wheels.ca Ourfaves.com
Copyright 1991 - 2009 EYE WEEKLY Newspapers Limited. All Rights Reserved. Distribution transmission,

Republication of any materials is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of EYE WEEKLY.
EYE WEEKLY is a division of Toronto Star Newspapers Limited.

http://www.eyeweekly.com/music/ondisc/article/78601

TOTAL GNLINE SUBLISIHNG SYSTEM

Page 3 of 3


mailto:letters@eyeweekly.com
http://www.eyeweekly.com/article/5671
http://www.eyeweekly.com/static/6676
http://www.eyeweekly.com/static/9044
http://www.eyeweekly.com/static/6735
mailto:eye@torstardirectservices.com
http://www.canadianimmigrant.ca/
http://www.insurancehotline.com/
http://www.swaymag.ca/
http://www.torstardigital.ca/
http://www.torstar.com/
http://www.topscms.com/
http://www.thestar.com/
http://www.homefinder.ca/
http://www.toronto.com/
http://www.wheels.ca/
http://www.ourfaves.com/

