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To the surprise of most of us
who are highly suspicious of
such labels, Vijay Iyer's years
of being anointed "the next big
thing" in jazz have actually led
to him becoming a "big thing."
His latest album Historicity
topped many year-end best-of
lists, and his various projects are garnering increasing amounts of attention. It
certainly doesn't hurt that Iyer is a gifted communicator whose writings on his
own music as well as the music of luminaries such as Andrew Hill and Thelonious
Monk have appeared in many publications. 

All of this activity has generated numerous interviews and features, few of which
fail to mention his extra-musical pedigree (a master's degree in physics from Yale
and a degree in interdisciplinary studies from Berkeley) or his remarkable
autodidacticism when it comes to the piano. And Iyer is definitely a smart guy,
whose research on music cognition has been published in the 
Consciousness Studies, for example. But it's worth noting that for all of Iyer's
musical cerebrations, his often-attained goal is a simple engagement with the
fundamental properties of the embodied experience. That is to say, his in-depth
studies in music, cognition, and different musical cultures are tools to understand
how to make music feel good, so that he can do it with greater efficacy. It seems
to be working. 

Although NewMusicBox has previously included Iyer as part of our 2004 cover on
artists taking politcal action, there was clearly much left to be discussed with
someone whose musical activities range so widely. Armed with a few pages of
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